the obvious malignant cells of invasive growth. This section could be improved by expanding the description of early malignant change. The weak chapters on ascitic fluid and tumour cells in blood are irrelevant.
But these minor criticisms are not intended to belittle this magnificently illustrated work which can be confidently recommended to all those interested in gyneecological cytology. G CANTI Review of Medical Physiology by William F Ganong MD 2nd ed pp 610 illustrated 52s 6d Los Altos, Calif.: Lange MedicalPublications 1965 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications In spite of its title this is a medium-length text on mammalian physiology with an emphasis on man. Although the number of pages is modest, it is printed in small type and double columns, and the style is didactic; it thus contains plenty of information.
The single-author textbook is becoming a rarity: this one shows typical virtues and defects. It is very up to date, with an emphasis on the new, and the author's enthusiasm permeates it and makes on the whole for easy reading. On the other hand, there are a few understandable lapses in precision.
A physician wishing to brush up his physiology should certainly consider this book. In common with all other medical disciplines, keeping in contact with the ever-expanding literature of medical history is a grave problem. The difficulty is even greater, however, in this field because of the very large number of sources, both scientific and literary. But as far as the history of medicine of the United States and Canada is concerned this task has been greatly simplified ever since 1939 when a special committee, chaired by Henry Sigerist, of the American Association of the History of Medicine recommended that an annual bibliography of this literature should be included in the Bulletin ofthe History ofMedicine.
This practice has continued to date and the bibliographies covering the years 1939 to 1960 have now been collected together under one listing by author and subject, thus providing an indispensable reference work to the history of medicine and allied disciplines in North America.
Although the bulk of the material concerns North Americans and events in North America, there are many articles and books dealing with wider topics, included because they make reference to North American contributions. The first 126 pages are devoted to biography; then follow general subjects, each subdivided, such as dentistry, diseases, hospitals, local history, medical education, military medicine, nursing, pharmacy, professional history and public health and social medicine.
This work is an essential source for all who are interested in the development of medicine, nursing or pharmacy on the North American continent. But it will also be of value in any part of medical history and the more so for British readers as the journals and books listed are mostly readily available and are almost exclusively in English.
It seems a great pity that other countries have not had the foresight ofSigerist and his colleagues; in the case of our own we still have to plough through many books instead of only one.
EDWIN CLARKE
Textbook of Obstetrics by John C Ullery MD, Zeph J R Hollenbeck MD and thirty-one contributors pp xiv+752 illustrated 131s 6d Saint Louis: C VMosby 1965 London: Henry Kimpton Members of the faculty of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynmcology of Ohio State University College of Medicine have collaborated in the production of this textbook. The contents are arranged in familiar pattern, proceeding from anatomical and physiological considerations to clinical concepts in each of the three main parts, the conduct of pregnancy, the conduct of labour and delivery, and the conduct of the puerperium. The text is liberally and adequately illustrated, and beautifully produced by the publishers.
Because of so many collaborators the standard varies throughout. Like the curate's egg it is good and bad in parts. For example, the number of pages devoted to circumcision is almost equivalent to the space given to the much more important subjects of resuscitation and care of the newborn. On the other hand, the chapter on medical and surgical emergencies of the newborn is very good; likewise, the very full chapter on the placenta.
In this age of growing recognition of the world-wide problems of overpopulation it is good to find a comprehensive chapter on family planning. The reviewer thought the introduction to family planning was fair to all views, and the various methods are presented dispassionately. There are no specific bibliographic references in the text, but reference lists are included at the end of each chapter. As a record of the views in obstetrics of one medical school this book has value, but it is doubtful whether it adds to what is already available to the student. G This book is more than the record of a meeting held over two years ago in Denver, Colorado. The annual publication of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons has become a source of reference to many valuable papers by those whose names are familiar to neurosurgeons all over the world; one might almost say that it had become 'required reading'. Each year an outstanding senior neurological surgeon is the principal guest and speaker. On this occasion it was Dr James Poppen who was thus honoured, and he has contributed three of the chapters in the volume.
Vascular abnormalities were the subject of four papers, among the authors of which were Poppen, Hamby, French and Logue. They spoke on anterior communicating aneurysms, carotidcavernous fistulae, cerebrovascular malformations, and posterior fossa aneurysms, respectively. They are all of considerable interest, particularly the last which covers a relatively unexplored field. There is another group of four papers on some aspects of paediatric neurosurgery which form a useful collection, especially the one on orbital tumours in children by MacCarty and his colleagues. Among the remaining miscellaneous papers, that by Dr Drake on lesions of the brachial plexus deserves mention, for it is a subject on which many seek clarification of their ideas.
We welcome this volume which well maintains the standard of its predecessors, and wish prosperity to the Society whose congress it records.
PETER H SCHURR

Lectue Notes on General Surgery by Harold Ellis DM MCh FRCS and Roy Yorke Calne MS FRCS pp x+ 382 illustrated 42s
Oxford: Blackwell ScientificPublications 1965 This is an addition to the 'Lecture Notes' series covering the field of general surgery but excluding orthopaedics and fractures. The authors' aim has been to set out the facts of surgery, classified and brought into a logical order, using as a basis their own course for the final year student. The result is something between a synopsis and a textbook of surgery but less wearying to read than a synopsis and more precise than a textbook. It is an excellent account of surgical practice but even in its concise form runs to 369 pages of solid factual knowledge. One wonders if the student should really be expected to cram so much fact merely to enable him to qualify. The book will be deservedly popular with students, especially for rapid reference to any particular topic. The quality of the book and its form are very pleasing, the few line drawings are well chosen and bring out the points they illustrate clearly.
L T COTTON
Office Practice of Otolaryngology by Abraham R Hollender MSc MD FACS pp 640 illustrated £5 8s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1965 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Dr Hollender in his foreword says that the book is neither a primer nor a typical textbook, because it presupposes adequate basic knowledge of ear, nose and throat diseases. It is intended as a guide to procedures which may be carried out in the office.
The first 190 pages are devoted to remarks of general consideration in dealing with diseases of the ear, nose and throat. There are sections on diet and various therapeutic substances, ranging from vitamins to antibiotics and other physical forms of treatment, such as actinotherapy and radiotherapy. Considerable space is given to psychology, and there is an account of psychiatric conditions, including paranoia and schizophrenia. Much of this section is somewhat repetitive and might well be abbreviated. The section on diseases of the ear is conventional and sound in practice, but few would agree with the treatment of acute otitis media by deep X-rays. The section on Meniere's disease is rather sketchy, and the procedure of desensitization to histamine no longer finds favour in this country. The removal of considerable tonsillar remnants by electrocoagulation is advocated, and it is claimed that a septic tonsil may be 'sterilized by a single application'. In spite of considerable advances in the study of virus infections in the upper respiratory tract, there is but one small paragraph devoted to it. The last section is devoted to emergency in otorhinolaryngology, including such conditions as epistaxis and foreign bodies. This contains some useful hints.
The book is written in an informal style, and the text is illustrated by some interesting case histories.
A BOWEN-DAVIES
